
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                      May 21, 2017 
  
SIXTH  SUNDAY  OF  EASTER 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 463 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, you live my life with me, within me.  While I 

intellectually understand you to be the activity of making me 
aware of the feelings and thoughts that are immediately, 
fundamentally and intrinsically true for me, I do not operationally 
think of you that way.  I think of you as the one who induces me 
to feel good and have a positive frame of mind.  My thinking of 
you this way pulls me away from you and causes me to lose any 
awareness of the ways you actually inhabit my life—you enhance 
and expand my capacity to communicate with myself and feel for 
myself; you offer me thoughts and feelings that are important for 
me to engage, especially ones I would not choose because they 
are disquieting and unsettling, and then you draw me toward 
them; you unpack what I think and feel, seeking to make me 
aware of what is true of me.  The truth about me that is emerging 
is that I am just not that into you and what you do.  I am more 
inclined toward feeling good and being positive.  And, I realize 
that this is what is immediately, fundamentally and intrinsically 
true of me, which is what you intended to show me.  
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – John 14:15-21 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 265 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 375 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Lunch 
MONDAY  1:00  Centering Prayer, at church. 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for May 28, 2017 
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11; John 17:1-11. 
 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet a week from tomorrow on 
Monday, May 29th, at the church, at 1:30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
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EASTER 
If we focus on the aspect of God we call the Second Person 
of the Trinity, or Christ, what comes into view is the work 
God does of disclosing, revealing, introducing, unveiling 
and divulging us to ourselves so that our sense of who we 
are expands, we become more transparent to ourselves, 
and who we are inwardly and outwardly becomes more 
congruent. God is constantly doing this work in us, and 
Easter is the realization that this work which God is and 
does is irrepressible. The experience of Easter is an 
extension of the experiences that are highlighted in the 
earlier parts of the Church Year: namely, that we have 
been introduced to elements of our personality which we 
have not been eager to embrace, and in fact have been 
active in rejecting, and yet they have repeatedly been 
returned to our awareness in the face of our repeated 
dismissal of them. Easter is the event of our “knowing” 
this divulging to be irrepressible, of understanding 
intuitively and empathically that the elements of our 
personality that keep being reintroduced to us are not 
only ours, but that God intends them to remain, because 
they reveal something essential about the person we are, 
something we need to assimilate in order to possess the 
fullest life feasible for us.  In the Church Year, Easter is a 
Season. That means that Easter is a period of time, one in 
which things about our life which we have not wanted are 
slowly owned as part of who we are, and we come to 
realize that they are realities to be explored. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter [John 14:15-21] 

 The Church Year is coming to a transition which will be 
celebrated on Pentecost Sunday, and marks the arrival of the Holy 
Spirit. In the Gospel reading for today, and again in the Gospel 
reading for next Sunday, the subject of Jesus’ leaving and the arrival 
of another, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is presented. What is 
reflected in these texts is the early church’s struggle to give voice 
to an experience they were trying to understand and express, 
something that was not completely expressed until the 4th century 
at the Council of Nicaea, in 325 AD. It was expressed as the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, and stated in the Nicene Creed.   
 The early church’s thought-world was “mythological.” What 
would be described in our thought-world as a personal or 
developmental shift, in the thought-world of mythology would be 
expressed as the arrival or departure of a being. So, in this text 
Jesus departs and the Holy Spirit arrives. The understanding the 
church was seeking to express is that their experience of God had 
expanded. 
 We are going to internalize this text, so that it will be describing 
the way God helps and encourages us to relate to the different 
elements of our personality. In the past we have used two images 
to give us a visual of relating to who we are: one is of a table around 
which the different parts of us gather and talk together about how 
to live our life, the idea being that God will move us toward 
including the  many elements of our personality in the conversation 
so that our self-talk becomes more inclusive and expansive; the 
other is of a house with many rooms, including an attic and a 
basement, where God is in the business of renovating the house 
and making the living room more inclusive and expansive, and then 
inviting the occupants of the different rooms, the attic and the 
basement, to come into the living room and have the same 
conversation.   
 Using these two images to provide the context, earlier in John 
[13:34] Jesus talks to his disciples and says: “I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you should love one another.” The commandment is to love 

whoever shows up at our internal table or in our living room.
 Every time the word “love” appears it is the same Greek word 
meaning “to love in a social or moral sense, as a matter of principle, 
duty or propriety.” This is love as a matter of the head rather than 
the heart, love in the sense of honoring someone, taking them 
seriously by giving their concerns weight, whether we feel like it or 
not, and especially when we do not feel like it. 

 The word translated as “commandment” is a word meaning “an 
injunction, i.e. an authoritative prescription; its root is the verb “to 
enjoin,” which means “to direct or impose with authority and 
emphasis.” The idea in this word is that something is spoken 
seriously and deliberately, the intent being to inspire us strongly to 
join with it, i.e. to take it in, take it seriously and enact it. 

In John 14:15 Jesus says to the disciples: “If you love me you will 
keep my commandments. The word translated as “keep” means “to 
guard [from loss or injury, by keeping the eye upon].” The idea in 
this word is that we keep something in our mind’s eye so we can 
refer to it to help us remember what we are about. 

What is being described here is the intention with which we are 
to approach the way we participate in the work God does in us to 
increase our self-talk: that we are to love whoever is speaking. This 
intention is what we are asked to keep in mind as a reference point 
to help us. God is the activity of increasing the number of 
participants that join in this internal conversation—the 
commandment is to honor whoever is in the conversation by giving 
weight to their reality, taking seriously their concerns or issues, 
valuing them by getting to know them and their point of view. When 
we are able to participate in these conversations by listening in on 
our self-talk, considering different points of view, weighing courses 
of action and choosing what values will inform how we behave—
when we can do this we are involved with the work God is doing 
which is organized as the First Person of the Trinity. 

But sometimes we are not able to be involved in our life in this 
way. We find ourselves in an area of life in which we cannot think 
or feel clearly or at all, and we do not understand what is happening 
in us and to us. When we are in this place we need to focus on a 
different way God is relating to us. We need to focus on the work 



God does in us which is organized as the Second Person of the 
Trinity. When we look at God in this way we look for God to be 
introducing us to a part of our life which is not familiar to us or 
known by us. Rather than expecting God to bring us the 
harmonious feelings that come when our self-talk is effective and 
understandable, we would expect to have thoughts and feelings 
that are unfamiliar, challenging, and not especially calming. The 
analogy would be that God opened a door to a room in which a 
strange part of us with strange thoughts and feelings lives, and we 
are apprehensive about meeting and interacting with it. We might 
not like what has entered our living room, may shun it, or resist it, 
and God will allow it to run up and down the hallway and enter and 
leave the living room as it wishes. 

Over time we will become familiar with the thoughts and 
feelings that are now in our living room and we will begin to be 
curious about them and what they tell us about ourselves. As this 
occurs, we need to focus on another way God is relating to us, 
which is organized as the Third Person of the Trinity, where God is 
helping us learn more of what is true about our living room guests. 
Looked at in this way, God will encourage us to explore, understand 
and use what our guests offer us, and then remember it. In verse 
16 Jesus says: “…I will ask the Father and he will give you another 
Advocate/Helper to be with you forever.” This Advocate/Helper 
comes to us as a mental disposition where the concealing of what 
is true is not as highly valued as it has been. This mental disposition 
or frame of mind is not something the world grasps or sees or 
comprehends because it doesn’t value it. But we comprehend it 
because it abides with/in us, works in us, and therefore we see its 
value. 

It is important in this work for us to keep in our mind’s eye the 
context of what God is doing: increasing the number of participants 
in this internal conversation, so that our self-talk becomes more 
inclusive and expansive. We are never alone, orphaned, or 
comfortless in this, because one aspect of God or another is always 
coming to us and is at work in us to accomplish this. If we think of 
this interchanging of the different aspects of God’s presence with 
us, it is possible to understand the words in verse 20: “…I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you.” All of this is alive and working 
in us all the time, and because of it we also live. Which aspect of 
God is working with us is not important. What is important is that 
we participate as best we can with what God is doing. The way we 
do this is to “keep the commandment” by loving one another [the 
different participants around our table or occupants of our different 
rooms]. We are to keep our mind’s eye on the context of loving 
whoever shows up for this conversation, honoring them, taking 
them seriously by giving their concerns weight, whether we feel like 
it or not, and especially when we do not feel like it. 

 [Jim Robie, 5-18-17, Cycle A., John 14:15-21] 
 


